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MARK'S COUNTRY PLACE

The idea for Mark’s Country
Place was inspired by Sue and
Stuart’s experience with their son,
Mark, who’s intellectually disabled.
Finding outdoor spaces that catered
to his needs was not easy, most
open spaces weren’t designed with
accessibility in mind, and those that
offered some accommodations still
often felt restrictive or weren’t set
up in a way that encouraged true
interaction among visitors of differ-
ent abilities.

They see the need for a more
inclusive, welcoming spaces, they
envisioned creating a place where
everyone, regardless of ability, could
enjoy the beauty of nature. Mark’s
Country Place could be more than a
park; it is a sanctuary that embodies
the principles of acceptance, com-
munity and jo. Sue and Stuart wanted
to create an environment where fam-
ilies like theirs could feel welcome
and supported.

PURPOSE

The 5P fundamental frame-
work of placemaking is primarily
employed to serve a purpose for
Mark’s Country Place that extends
beyond just a park. The 5P (People,
Process, Program, Product, and
Place Evaluation) approach s
more easy but comprehensive
enough to address various com-
ponents of placemaking that are
frequently overlooked in order to
avoid placemasking or placewash-
ing. By consistently employing
placemaking activities via the 5P
lens, this strategy guarantees that
placemaking efforts are holistic,
community-centered, and effec-
tive in building lively, meaningful
environments.

The 5P Framework allows
Mark’s Country Place to set a prec-
edent for other community spaces,
demonstrating how thougtful,
holistic placemaking can create
environments that are not only
beautiful and functional but deeply
meaningful and inclusive.
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Mark’s Country Place is sit-
uated in Kyneton, a town in
the Macedon Ranges Area. It
covers around 1,748 km?. This
county is located in central
Victoria, rich in virgin forests
and thriving food & wine cul-
ture.

It is within a short distance
from the town center (3 km),
offering both rural seclusion
and proximity to essential
services and amenities, sur-
rounded by scenic landscape,
rolling hills, and open spaces,
providing a peaceful and natu-
ral environment.
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Well-preserved Historic Buildings

Culinary Scene

i
v

Gardens and Nature

Arts and Culture

View to Mount Macedon

Traditional Custodian

The land is traditionally
owned by the Dja DjaWurrung
people. As one of the elders,
Uncle Graham Atkinso
shared, their ancestors made
significant contribution to
caring for the land, its water-
ways, native animals, and
plants. We honor this legacy
by working to protect the
native species and preserve
the natural environment.

Life in Kyneton

Kyneton is known as ‘mak-
ers’ town - a creative hub
filled with artists, musi-
cians, authors, sculptors,
and more. The town’s rich
culture extends to its food
and wine scene, with plenty
of cafes, restaurants, and
local producers. Its his-
toric charm is reflected in
well-preserved 19th-century
blusetone buildings, mak-
ing it a classic and inviting
place to explore. With nat-
ural attractions surrounding
Mark’s Country Place such
as Hanging Rock and Mount
Macedon, Kyneton is a per-
fect spot to enjoy nature.
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What'’s in Kyneton?

Kyneton has a little bit of everything: history, nature, art, gastronomy,
and a friendly community. Whether people are looking to explore
gardens, local food & culture, or simply relax. Historical societies and
local groups work to maintain heritage sites, organize walking tours,
and host educational events that highlight the town’s past. The pres-
ervation of bluestone buildings along piper street is a testament to
the community’s commitment to maintaining its architectural heri-

tage.
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VOLUNTEER
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Volunteering is a big
part of Kyneton’s
community spirit, with
20% of residents par-
ticipating in volunteer
work - higher than both
the state and national
averages. We see this
as an opportunity to
integrate volunteer
involvement into our
placemaking design,
ensuring the com-
munity plays a role in
shaping Mark’s Country
Place

People with disability

People with profound or severe core
activity limitation

People with moderate or mild core
activity limitation

People with disability aged 0 - 64
years whose need for assistance with
core activities is fully met

Kyneton has 20.3%

of people reporting
some form of disabil-
ity. However, only 2.9%
have their need for
assistance with core
activities fully met.
This makes it especially
important to create

a place where those
needs are addressed,
offering support and
invlusivity
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Briar Rose

Elm

Cupressus

Pinus Radiata

Polar Tree

We studied the existing
plants on the Mark’s
Country Place and
found that many of
them serve as food or
shelter for birds and
butterflies, which are
naturally attracted to
this area. We aim to
preserve these plants
in our design and cre-
ate birdwatching spots
for people to enjoy the
local wildlife

NATIVE SPECIES
Botanical
Classification
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Celastrina Argiolus

Blackbirds

Plebejus Argus

Crested Pigeons

Callocephalon Fimbriatum

Chestnut-backed Chickadee

NATIVE SPECIES
Ornithological and
Lepidopteran
Classification
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Galahs Eastern Spinebill

Y

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo

-

Juncos

NATIVE SPECIES
Ornithological Classification

Kookaburra

Friarbirds Yellow Hammers
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KYNETON’S STAKEHOLDER

High Stake - Low Resources

« Australian Flora Foundation

« Bird Wildlife

« Friends of Kyneton Botanic Gardens
+ Kyneton Are Able

« AbleU

« Local Businesses

2

High Stake - High Resources

+ NDIS (National Disability Insurance

Scheme

+ Windarring
+ Macedon Ranges Shire Council

" Low Stake - Low Resources

« Donator
+ Kyneton Travel Management
« Disability Carer

AN
7

Low Stake - High Resources

+ Volunteer Victoria
+ Kyneton Community House

022

Collaboration in Kyneton?

In essence, our goal is to establish a network of part-
nerships capable of driving positive change in all elements
of Kyneton’s community life. These collaborations, whether
through environmental conservation, support for individuals
with disabilities, or increasing community engagement, aim
to establish a prosperous, inclusive, and sustainable future
for the town. We believe that by collaborating with these key
stakeholders, we can harness their knowledge, resources, and
enthusiasm to make our vision a reality. Our common goal is
to make Kyneton not only a desirable destination, but also a
place where everyone feels valued and capable of contribut-
ing.

Through these strategic, deeply embedded relation-
ships, we hope to meet the community’s current needs while
simultaneously planning for a prosperous and sustainable
future. Our efforts are motivated by a commitment to inclu-
sivitiy, ensuring that everyone, regardless of background,
ability, or circumstances, has the opportunity to contribute
to Kyneton’s success. We think that by using the collective
strengths of our community, we can create a brighter, better
future for everybody.
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Issues

1. Lack of accessible outdoor spaces:
Traditional parks and recreational
facilities typically do not provide
enough accessibility for people with
impairments. Even those that try to be
accessible often have constraints that
feel confining, preventing full partici-
pation and interaction among people of
all abilites

2. Insufficient support for disability
needs: In Kyneton, a sizable proportion
of the population has disablities, but
only a few fraction of their assistance
needs are satisfied. This gap reflects a
lack of facilities and services that ade-
quately serve this community

3. Environmental Concerns: The region
faces issues such as habitat deterio-
riation, invasive species, and climate
change. These challenges endanger
local biodiversity, necessitating mea-
sures to safeguard native species and
habitats
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Inclusion and Equity

An essential principle in
modern placemaking strat-
egie, ensuring that public
spaces are welcoming and
beneficial to all community
members, regardless of
their background, abilities,
or socioeconomic status

Habitat and Biodiversity

urban spaces not only sup-
ports local ecosystems but
also enhances the quality of
life for residents by fostering a
connection with nature

@
Integrating biodiversity into %
[}
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Cess'\b\e Pathg
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W(&W Food Security

}og\{?(— Integrating food security into
placemaking helps ensure that
communities have reliable
access to nutritious, affordable,
and culturally appropriate food,

while also promoting sustain-
able urban development

" e®
Regular AC{‘\'\“
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The Placemaking Plan splits the site into two areas, for nature and for
people, which are also connected.

It keeps the original entrance as the car park gate and creates a new
entrance for pedestrians. The car park serves both the community and peo-
ple with wheelchairs.

After entering from either East Gate, there is a service center at the
site’s edge that offers coffee, food, and information for first-time visitors. The
center also includes a store selling seeds and souvenirs.

Dedicated parking spaces for individuals with disabilities should be
closer to the accessible path entrances, with enough room for wheelchair
transfer and ensure that interactive elements, such as touchscreens, are
designed at varying heights for children, wheelchair users, and others with
different physical abilities

032

1.250 1.500

Accessible Paths applied on the Masterplan
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To the right of the Main Entrances is a market where people can sell
and buy homegrown products, providing an interactive space for the commu-
nity and people with disabilities. Selling self-grown products can give a sense

of accomplishment.
Tactile elements are included such as textured surfaces, raised maps,

and tactile signage for people with visual impairments. Features like sculptural
elements or tactile elements or tactile art can also offer meaningful experi-
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Birdwatching Model

Service Center
»

Shelter




Following the paths leads to a pickling garden. All paths here are
accessible, allowing people with mobility challenges, such as those using
wheelchair or those who are blind, to enjoy the space. This area engages the
senses of touch, smell, and taste.

Incorporate adjustable or ambient lighting to assist those with low
vision and create calming environments for individuals with sensory activities.

Pickling Garden Activities
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Along the path, a forest on the left features open grassland spaces
and private wooded areas. In the southern part of the woods, a wooden plat-
form allows kids to watch passing trains.

Auditory cues: install audio guides, chirping trafic lights, or interactive
soundscapes to assist people with vision loss and enhance the overall experi-
ence of the place.

Multi-sensory playgrounds: Design inclusive play areas with equip-
ment accessible to all children, such as wheelchair swings, sensory walls, and
musical instruments that engage both motor and cognitive skills

Safe zones for sensory relief: Create quiet spaces or “chill-out zones”
with low stimuli for individuals with autism or sensory processing disorders,
offering respite from overwhelming environments.

Family and companion
restrooms: include large, accessible
restrooms with adjustable charging
tables, hoist systems, and enough
space for caregivers or companions
to assist.

Gender-neutral facilities:
ensure restrooms are designed
inclusively for people with disabili-
ties who may need assistance from a
caregiver of a different gender
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People can go through the forest or along the planned path to reach
an open square for rest and socializing. The manager can organize events
for people with disabilities and the community, like meditation by the flower
fields or seasonal festivals.

Universal signage: use large, easy-to-read fonts, braille, and icons that
cater to all users. Color contrast and high-visibility markers improve naviga-
tion for people with visual impairments or cognitive disabilities.

Digital wayfinding apps: Integrate digital guides or apps that provide
real-time navigation assistance with audio descriptions and other accessibility
features, tailored for different disabilities.

Rest and Comfort Zones: Shaded rest areas ensure shaded spaces
with climate control features like misting systems or cooling areas, which are
crucial for individuals who are sensitive to extreme temperatures.

Adjustable furniture: Provide adjustable or modular seating options,
such as benches with varying heights or backrests, to accommodate different
physical needs.

Assistive Technology Integration: Smart Urban Technology use sensors
and apps to provide real-time information, such as the availability of accessi-
ble parking, routes, or facilities. Voice-activated devices and haptic feedback
can also enhance accessibility.

Chargin stations: Provide charging points for mobility devices such as
electric wheelchairs or scooters, ensuring people with disabilities can explore
public spaces without concern for battery life.
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The other senses, hearing and sight, are engaged throughout the site.
For example, leaves rustling in the wind, birds singing, and seasonal changes in
the landscape like blooming flowers.

At the end of the placemaking journey is a haven of flowers and
butterflies, with species that bloom year-round, ensuring seasonal beauty. A
smaller entrance on this side follows the ‘Accessible” strategy.

Scented gardens: Use fragrant plants to create a sensory-rich envi-
ronment that can be appreciated by people with different abilities, such as
those with visual impairments.
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FOOD CHAIN ANALYSIS

There are already species such as some butterflies and birds
in the site. To fulfill the food chain, other species are supposed
to be brought in. Plants such as Native flowering plants and

fruit-bearing shrubs can be Primary Producers.
@@ \,@Sﬁ? Inserts such as Bees and Ants can be primary consumers
and Pollinators. Earthworms and fungi can be Detritivores and

Nectar Flower Butterfly Grasshopper Decomposers to Break down organic matter and Support nutri-
Worm

o ent cycling.
The food chain
‘% W ' in Kyneton reflects a
‘ PR strong emphasis on local,

eron rog sustainable, and communi-
ty-focused practices. The
town’s agricultural setting
and artisanal food culture
create a unique ecosystem
where locally produced
food can flow efficiently
from farmers and proces-
sors to markets, retailers,
and ultimately, consumers.

"’ R \ 2 *I o A7) o e ' The presence of direct-
&’ w - w K * & * : .\ ‘ to-consumer channels like

Fruit Tree Bird Snake

®

Grass

Decomposer

I EEEEREEES

Eucalypt Morus Sambucus Polar Tree Crataegus Rubus Parvifolius Pinus Radiata Vaccinium

Grevillea Vinca Blackberry L t Bottlebrush Gorse Correa Salvia fa rme rS’ mar kets an d a
vibrant local dining scene
' w “ “ w w 6 w WmmmA supports the demand for
\ Consumers
p Blue Brown Butterfly Plebejus Painted Lady M h Yellow fres h 4 I o c a I Iy So u rc e d
Argiolus Butterfly Butterfly Argus Purple Butterfly Admiral Tertlary % in gre dients and farm-to-
Consumers

- , i table practices.
i “? # ' 4 :.‘s *k * L — Kyneton’s food chain
rested Pigeons Blue-faced C P Bl C Galafs E P il S Silvereyes H .
Honeyeaters Fimbriatum Chickadee Secondary- IS also Su ppO rted by a CUI‘

Consumers
N -L ture of sustainability, with
> : ¥ S 4 o 2 o prnary producers and consumers
Creepers Finches Green Finches White 9 Blue Wrens Lorikeets Yellow-tailed Black Rosellas ¢ # A{ Q * 5 5 . D
Cockatoo Trillers ONSUMETS  Butterly Grasshopper At Caterpilar Bee increasingly prioritizing
- I'd - % ‘F - organic and environmen-
Long-billed Thornbills Rufous Wrens Juncos Yellow H g K ra E Rosell ? \# o o
Goretius Whisters Producers , W tally responsible practices.

Tree Flowering plants rops
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Activating Mark’s Country Place

Giving disabled individuals their
independence entails granting
them autonomy and control over
their lives, including the ability to
make their own decisions and fully

The concepts of urban acupuncture provide a successful strategy for
Mark’s Country Place by advocating for focused, small-scale interventions
that enhance inclusive, sustainable community spaces. The catalytic influ-
ence of urban acupuncture can also augment social cohesion by creating
gathering areas that promote interaction.

Implementing these concepts can create a sustainable, communi-
ty-driven approach for Kyneton. This project could generate a lasting impact
and foster momentum for enhanced community resilience through con-
trollable, reversible actions, thereby reinforcing Kyneton’s identity as an
inclusive and lively town

participate in society. This entails
removing barriers that prevent
their involvement and guarantee-
ing equal access to opportunities,
resources, and services

Placemaking for the Built Environment | 052 Placemaking for the Built Environment| (053



TACTICAL URBANISM:
ECO-ECOSCENOGRAPHY

CONCEPTS OF ECOSCENOGRAPHY
Eco-scenography is the practise of
combning ecological principles with
scenography, using nature based
ispired designs to create a har-
monius blend of decorating and
enviornment. Originally, developed
for theatre performances but has
evolved into new ideas beyond the
stage.

Economic Growth

Eco-scenography whch emphasize
economic development by sustainable
farming and sustainable materials.

Environmental Impact

Recyclable materials like cups, lamp-
shades and abandoned chairs can be
used for growing plants and vegetables
and creating employment for them as

well.

Social Equity

Emphasize the potential of green jobs
to create inclusive, equitable emplyment
opprtunities and promote social justice.

Other Activities

Iltems such as folk dancers, come-
dians and salsa can take place at the
event which will bond the community
together.

Placemaking for the Built Environment | 054 Placemaking for the Built Environment| Q55
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and the long-term influence it will have on the
community. The collaborative approach guaran-
tees that decisions are thoughtfully made with a
strong emphasis on community well-being and
environmental sustainablity.

By emphasizing these values, the initiative
promotes trust and inclusivity, the initia-
tive promotes trust and inclusivity, laying the
groundwork for mutual respect and common
aims among all participant
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council

RESIDENTS

WORKERS

VISITORS

*Macedon ranges

« Identify the key stake-
holder for funding and
making sure they collabo-
rate with each other

«  After discussing with our
group, it is likely that
Windarring will collaborate
with the council

« ltisrelatively unknown
whether Windarring will
collaborate with environ-
ment group so the results
is mixed

+ Local council
intervening with the envi-
ronment group is neutral
or unknown

«  More stakeholder’s
involvement will results
in delay of projects due
to minor conflicts so only
three stakeholders are

*Windarring

*Environment
group

selected
SHORT TERM (5§ MEDIUM TERM(10 LONG TERM (20
YEARS) YEARS) YEARS)
Pop-up workshop for Communal playtime by Biodiversity corridor for
”"'"'“s:r:m installing vertical gardens birds and butterflies,
birds and plants SP'd"" and habitat walls Birds wa::l;ltng:ower and
X
Providing a short Packing and distribution center
respite by providing for the garden. A small kiosk for Wellbeing-hub and spa
seats and benches, tea and coffee break conue

Photo booth, giving them some

pots and seeds to take home, :
involving tourists in activities Setmct oradt duplay: ounixn,

Making eco-scenography as a
permanent activity

Placemaking for the Built Environment |
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Aim Productivity Sustainability Inclusivity Leadership Design

Develop a productive environment Increases productivity Promotes ecologi- Develops intercon- Embodies transfor-  High - quality design
that promotes sustainability, fosters and maintaining cal stewardshipand  nected relationships mative leadership

inclusivity, and maintains steward- affordable living connection to place  and inclusive envi- and direction

ship for long-term positive impact ronments

Design Principles about Place: Productivity + Sustainability

Embracing

Flourishes local economy through
nature + community

Connected

Connects physically, socially, mentally

Everlasting
Resilient, enduring, continuous

Cordial

Social, warm + welcoming

Accessible

v v v v

\% v v v

® % =

Vibrant
Dynamic, expansive, congregation

All encompassing

Nurturing, comforting atmosphere,
inviting

+ enj + easy

AR

Principles about Leadership and Governance

Context

Neighbourhood, environment and
community context

Engagement

Social cohesion, network, collabora-
tion with diverse stakeholders
Stewardship

Long - time supervision, maintenance,
nourishing

& % B

The Creating Places for People framework takes a comprehensive
approach to developing public spaces, emphsizing not only design but also
broader social, economic, and environmental considerations. This framework
promotes a broader understanding of placemaking, ensuring that spaces are
designed with the community’s well-being and needs in mind.

This strategy places a strong emphasis on community interaction and
input. Instea of working alone, planners and designers actively incorporate
community people throughout the process, employing techniques such as
public consultations, seminars, and surveys.

This collaborative method aids in the identification of local needs,
desires, and values, allowing the project to accurately reflect the communi-
ty’s identity and goals. By incorporating this feedback, the final design is more
likely to strike a chord with inhabitatns, instilling a strong sense of ownership
and long-term responsibilty

Placemaking for the Built Environment | 060

Estimated Cost

1. Infrastructure Development AUD

« Accessible pathways, seating, and communal areas: 250,000

« Service centre and market construction: 150,000

* Wooden Platforms, gardens, and biodiversity integration: 100,000

2. Maintenance and Operations

* Regular upkeep of gardens, paths, and service areas: 75,000
per year

» Staff salaries (management, guides, maintenance) 100,000
per year

3. Community Activities and Program

* Hosting regular events and workshops: 25,000
per year

« Accessibility programs for people with disabilities 20,000

per year
Total Initial Investment:

Annual Operating Costs:

Estimated Benefit

1. Economic Revenue

« Accessible pathways, seating, and communal areas:

* Market revenue (sales by local community members):
* Hosting fees for events and activities:

2. Social and Community Value

« Improved well-being and inclusivity through accessible design

« Increased community engagement and local business support

3. Environmental Impact

500,000

220,000

AUD
80,000 per year
50,000 per year

30,000 per year

* Integration of green spaces supporting local wildlife and plant diversity

« Sustainable urban development and promotion of ecological awareness

Total Annual Economic Benefit :

160,000

Placemaking for the Built Environment |
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CASE STU DY SENSORY GARDENS, DENVER Types of design

CO LO RADO +  Garden which is accessible by
ramps.

Gardening a multi-sensory experience. A Raised containers and Vertical

sensory garden is an accessible outdoor gardens. Retractable hanging

space for visitors of all ages and abilities to pots that can be moved up

engage with and enjoy plants that evoke and down easily.

the five senses. A way of engaging, intersec- Path is an important com-

tions of science and arts. It was built in 2020, ponent of design. Path in a

which is neat the art museums, volunteers

garden need to have gentle

can participate. slope, flat and even.

Paving materials can range
People with disabilities may need more accessi- from York stone, bricks, cob-
bility for considerable gardening. People from all bles, concrete paving stone,
forms of life enjoy gardening. Many landscaping for stepping stones or any combi-
walls and fences, paths, ponds and soft landscape nation of these.
such as shrubs, flowers and trees, wildlife etc. A Using paving as indicator of
sensory garden has been found to provide a range way finding, one material
and diversity of sensory stimulation to people with to lead to seating area and
intellectual disability. The types of senses are sight, another for flower beds and

sound, touch, taste and smell for leisure activity. soon.

Path has to be wide enough
and Inclusive area so that dif-
ferent planting and plotting
done easily. .

Raised gardenbed for wheel-
chair user and above the waist
height and not more than 2
feet and 6 inch.

Multi sensory experiences: sight, smell,
touch, task and smell

Some design guidelines for multisensory
gardens such as ramps, paving material
such as York stone and cobble stone.
vertical gardening, retractable hanging

It is also important to bear in mind that people with disabilities have visual
impairmentandinadditiontothis, there can be side-effect from the medicationsand
instead plant flowers in a single colours and break in between with paths or hedges.
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Guidelines for Visitors

« Information on the website to
be provided for visitors with
disability and some discount
for their care taker.
For visitors, the entrance of the
site has to be marked with sym-
bols for disabled parking.
Entrance of the site should
pictograms for people with
disability and explanations in
Braille.
There can be a dedicated per-
son for appointing Accessibility
Coordinator.

Braille marking

MULTI-SENSORY EXPERIENCES: AROMATHERAPY

The sense of touch, unlike the sense of smell is important for people with
disability to find a sense of stimulation. It has been proven that essential
oils form lavender, chamomile and geranium has provide relaxing and has

a fresh, floral scent. Aromatherapy which is the use of essential oils used for
massage can help people with multiple impairment relax and provided on

the site as a wellness center.
Way Findings for visitors

Benefits of Gardening

«  Friendships, stimulations and relaxation
+  New skills development and new things
« Relax and reduce stress levels

«  Communication and social skills

Placemaking for the Built Environment | 064 Placemaking for the Built Environment| (065




SUMMARY

This project requires an initial investment of AUD 500,000
and annual operating expenditures of AUD 220,000, it deliveres
AUD 160,000 in direct revenue each year, in addition to other
intangible benefits such as community participation, inclusion
and environmental sustainability. Over time, these benefits lead
to more economic opportunities, making the project sustainable.

It is also important that Kyneton has significant agri-
cultural potential and the considerable social and
environmental benefits it brings to the community is priceles.
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